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Dear brothers and sisters,
On this holy night when we celebrate the birth of our Savior, we join our
hearts to the angelic song: “Peace on earth.” As Pope Leo XIV has
repeatedly reminded us, it is precisely the wounded places of the world
that are most in need of God’s peace. In particular, when we think of the
suffering caused by the ongoing war in Ukraine, we long, with prayer and
solidarity, for the day when violence will finally cease.

The birth of Christ was an event that brought light into the darkness. We
too are invited to become vessels of peace by forgiving one another and
sharing hope. This Christmas may the light of peace given by the Son of
God shine upon all who suffer from war, especially the children who
carry the future and upon each of our hearts. May the blessing of the Child
Jesus be poured out abundantly upon all people.
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